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Handsome. Dapper. Sporty. 
Yes, all of these. This fresh 

take on the newsboy is 
designed with a low-profile 

fit and a smooth, finished 
back. A modern Echino 

print in cotton/linen paired 
with the dashing shimmer-

dot brim gives this classic 
look currency. Finished 

inside with a crisp organic-
cotton poplin, the cap offers 

a smooth and comfortable fit 
as well as a design that will 

wear well from one season 
to the next. And with 
no exposed seams to 

distract or fray, it can be 
lovingly handed down 

from one child 
to another.

kid’s flat cap
HAT SIZE: Head circumference 18½ ,̋ 19¼ ,̋ or 20¼˝
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A goldsmith by trade, Dory Smith 
Graham is a self-taught textile 

designer with a focus on accessories, 

incorporating both utility and modern 

detail. Her creative streak got about a 

mile wide with the birth of her son. In 

2008 she launched worthygoods with 

several sporty hat patterns designed 

for her new little guy. Pattern making 

allows her inner designer room to 

play, while a textile medium satisfies 

her senses. Recently, worthygoods 

expanded to include worthygoods 

textile, an organic textile shop that 

includes many of the sustainable 

fabrics used in her worthygoods 

accessories. Dory lives on an island off 

the coast of Maine with her always-

encouraging husband and their young 

son and new daughter. Inspiration is 

found while out adventuring in the 

gorgeous combinations of weather and 

landscape that Maine offers.

artist: Dory Smith Graham, 

worthygoods

websites: worthygoods.etsy.com 

(handmade accessories)

worthygoodstextile.etsy.com  

(organic textiles)

Materials and Supplies
Cotton/linen print: 1/2 yard 
for body of hat and brim

Fusible interfacing, tailor-
weight, 20˝ wide: 1 yard for body

Cotton poplin fabric: 1/2 yard  
for lining

Bright accent fabric: 
1 scrap 8˝ × 10˝ for brim

Heavy nonfusible inter-
facing: 1/3 yard for brim

When selecting fabrics for the hat itself, here are a few things to consider:

 • You will want something with a bit of body, heavier than a typical quilting 
cotton, for the outer layer. The cotton/linen blend shown results in a crisp-
looking hat that wears well and spot washes nicely.

 • Tropical wool is a wonderful weight for a fall, winter, and early spring look. 
Tartans are the real classic when it comes to a flat cap. To keep a modern 
edge, you’ll want to pay special attention to the contrasting brim fabric.

 • Pinwale corduroy is light enough and has excellent body. You may omit the 
interfacing when using this type of fabric because it has enough structure on 
its own. Also, a heavy hand with an iron when fusing the interfacing may 
disturb the nap.

tips

Cutting
Template patterns are on pullout page P2. Enlarge patterns 200%. 
Seam allowances are included in the template patterns. Before cutting, 
fuse the interfacing to the wrong side of the cotton/linen fabric.

COTTON/LINEN 
WITH FUSIBLE 
ATTACHED:

Cut 1 body.

Cut 1 brim.

Cut 1 crown.

COTTON POPLIN:

Cut 1 body.

Cut 1 crown.

BRIGHT ACCENT 
FABRIC:

Cut 1 brim.

HEAVY 
INTERFACING:

Cut 1 brim.
Kid’s Flat Cap
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CONSTRUCTION
Note: For all the steps, secure the seams with a 
backstitch at the start and finish, and use a 1/2˝ seam 
allowance unless otherwise noted.

1. Sandwich the brim pieces together, with the 
interfacing on the outside and the cotton/linen and 
bright accent fabrics right sides together. Pin around 
the outside edge. Starting at a corner, stitch around 
the pinned edge of the brim. Turn the brim right 
side out, and press the seam flat.

2. Topstitch along the outside edge. Topstitch 
around the brim again, using the last stitch line to 
maintain the seam allowance. Repeat once more. 
Set aside.

3. Place the cotton/linen body and crown pieces 
right sides together, match the centers (fold line), 
and pin the outside corners of the crown to the 
body; then pin around the curve. Repeat with the 
cotton poplin crown and body pieces.

Body

Crown

Center back

Fold over
cap’s back piece.

4. Sew along the pinned edge of the body and 
crown for the cotton/linen pieces and the cotton 
poplin pieces. At each inside corner, carefully raise 
your sewing machine’s presser foot, turn the fabric, 
and lower the foot to stitch again. This will keep a 
neat finished look.

5. Pin each of the 3 back seams of the body for both 
the cotton/linen and the cotton poplin pieces. Sew 
along each pinned edge. These joined body and 
crown sections are the hat body.

Center back

Center front

6. Turn the cotton/linen hat body right side out, 
and find the centers of both the crown part of the 
hat body and the finished brim at their raw edges. 
Match the centers, with the bright accent side of the 
brim facing the right side of the cotton/linen crown, 
and pin. Continue pinning the crown to the brim 
along the inside curve of the brim.
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7. Tuck the cotton/linen hat body, pinned to the brim, into the cotton 
poplin lining hat body (still right side in); the right sides will be together 
as shown. Line up all the centers and seams, and match and pin the 
seams; repin the brim as well between the raw edges of both hat 
bodies. Starting at a side back hat body seam, sew around the pinned 
edge, moving around the front of the hat and ending at the other side 
back seam. The opening left at the back of the hat is for turning.

Brim

Center front

Center back

Side back seams

8. Turn the hat right side out 
through the opening at the back. 
Push the lining smoothly inside 
the cotton-lined hat with your 
hands. Press the seam flat from 
one corner of the brim to the 
other corner. Press under the 
raw edges at the opening in the 
back, and pin closed at the center 
seam. Sew along the outside 
edge you just pressed. Again, 
starting at a corner of the brim, 
stitch around the back of the hat 
to the other edge of the brim. 
This encloses the opening in 
the back and provides stability. 
Closely clip any stray threads.

9. Optional: With a sewing 
needle and thread, tack the very 
center of the outer brim seam to 
the center cotton/linen crown 
with a few stitches. Tacking 
the brim down completes the 
overall look, but leaving it open 
allows the crown to pop up for 
more of an engineer-type look. 
Experiment and find what look 
you like best.


